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In Nigeria, IMF shared a statistic indicating 
that 52 million women live in “extreme 

poverty” (Onwuka et al, 2019), and thus are not 
economically empowered which in turn results in 
the inability to create a more sustainable society. 
It is noted that some work has been done to 
help improve Nigerian women’s economic 
power and lift them from poverty however, a 
vast number of them are still living in extreme 
poverty and with little understanding of their 
rights to be involved in the economic growth 
of their nation as well as their role in helping 
Nigeria build a more sustainable society. Using a 
descriptive methodology as well as an interview 
where 80 Nigerian women were interviewed 
with one woman whose story will be used as 
a case study and discussed in the conference 
presentation, a research finding was arrived 
at. The presentation will share the preliminary 
findings that an average Nigerian Woman faces 
certain limiting socio-cultural problems which 
hinder their economic empowerment. Some of 
the interviewees who were petty traders and 
widows particularly have faced repugnant and 
inhumane treatments that have often rendered 
them disempowered and extremely poor. Despite 
all these, the average Nigerian woman is still 
resilient and motivated to take action to continue 
on their road to economic empowerment and we 
are providing such a platform in our organization 
(ESMI).
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